Colossians 1:1-9 Structure

We give thanks to God, the father
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

/ always praying concerning you,
h

aving heard

of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the love which you have towards all the saints,
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,

of which you have heard before
in the word of truth
the gospel,

which has come to you
even as [it is] in the world

bearing fruit
and growing

even as [it does] among you

since the day you heard and came to recognize
the grace of God
in truth;

even as you learned from Epaphras.
our beloved fellow-slave,
who is a faithful servant of Christ on your behalf
and who has told us of your love in the Spirit

Because of this, we also,

since the day we heard,
\ have not ceased praying for you

asking...

e Not just a neat literary structure, but reflects the core concern of the epistle:
o the truth of the gospel
o when communicated
o bears fruit and grows
o producing faith and love
® This epistle itself is a container for this truth, and in sending it out Paul anticipates
that it will bear such fruit, so this passage is the schema for the epistle. The rest
of the epistle simply unpacks this concept.

Romans 8

35. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?...

37. No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

38. ForI am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers,

39. nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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